
A "Blessings Chain" helped people see some of the “fruit” of 
the seeds planted at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Wausau.   
Pastor Paulette Creswell shares this wonderful story that 
concluded with a “Blessings Brunch” on their Stewardship 
Emphasis Sunday. 
 
“When Pastor Joy came to Pilgrim to visit with a group, she 
encouraged us to focus on our blessings instead of our 
problems. We decided to ask people to write just one bless-
ing each week on a slip of paper, and loop the slips into a 
chain, on display in the sanctuary, to help our blessings be 
"visible." We started this at our Thanksgiving worship ser-
vice, and thought we would only do it a few weeks, but the 
idea seemed too good to drop, so we just kept doing it 
every Sunday. Each week, the new length of chain was 
brought up with the offering (symbolically                      
of fer ing  God thanks  f or  our  bl ess ings) .  
 
Then, our stewardship emphasis took shape around the 
theme of "Blessed to Be A Blessing", and so we continued 
to gather loops until the last Sunday in February, when we 
had our final Stewardship commitment Sunday. That is 
when we took the chain into the parking lot, had a "Count 
Your Blessings" contest to see who could guess the number 
of loops (748); and measured the chain:  180 feet. 
 
Happily, the Wausau paper published it in color in their 
Community section, entitling it, "That's A Lot of Blessings." 
So Pilgrim got some very nice press out of it. 
 
Sunday school students were then given 40 loops each of 
the chain, and took it home to "count off" the days of Lent. 
 
I wish you could have seen what I saw the day the kids got 
the loops; out my study window, little kids going by with 
lengths of colorful chain flying in the breeze from their little 
hands. They were SO excited to get part of the chain, since 
they LOVED watching it grow. (Every once in a while, we 
would have them stretch it around the sanctuary to see 
how long it was getting, but eventually, we looped it over 
the balcony and around the sides of the walls, because it 
was so unwieldy. There was a LOT of paper in it. Everyone 
was amazed that it actually was that long,                      
because looping it made it seem shorter. 
 
This whole thing was a Spirit-thing. Every idea just evolved 
from the original idea of the blessings loops. I don't think 
we could have imagined how far it would all go. 
 




