
          VISIONSVISIONS  

 

�����������	
��

O ne of life’s first lessons is very 
simple: “Look BOTH Ways 
before you cross the street.” 

Obvious, yes? 

If you only look left, something coming from the right 
may blindside you. 

If you only look right, something from the left may 
blindside you. 

Much better to Look BOTH Ways. 

Let’s apply this lesson to our leadership in the 
congregation. 

E XAMPLE #1: Council Member ‘A’ is against the 
new building because “Money is tight!” 

Council Member ‘B’ is for the new building because 
“We can’t let budget concerns limit our ministries.” 

Remember, Look BOTH Ways before forcing the issue. 
Examine, discern, pray and reflect upon both points of 
view. Honor those who have presented their views and 
encourage discussion and thoughtful dialogue. Remind 
folks that our task is to serve the needs of our whole 
congregation. 

By looking both ways we will serve our mission best. 

E XAMPLE #2: Your good friend, Bob, claims that 
Sue has done something awful. You don’t even 

know Sue. Remember, Look BOTH Ways before you 
step in. Although you know Bob very well and Sue is a 
stranger to you, there are always two sides to every 
story and disagreement. 

You’ll be a stronger friend if 
you love enough to challenge 
Bob. You’ll demonstrate the 
virtues of patience, grace and 
charity by refusing to judge a 
person from a distance-
especially a person you hardly 
know. 

E XAMPLE #3: You are angry at your pastor for not 
visiting you in the hospital. Remember, Look 

BOTH Ways before you form lasting conclusions. Ask 
some questions before you judge. 

“Did the pastor even know I was in the hospital?”  

“Was the pastor on vacation or involved in some other 
task away from our congregation?”  

“Even if the pastor was aware I was in the hospital, am 
I certain the pastor slighted me or was it an honest 
mistake?” 

Relationships are always stronger when understanding 
and forgiveness are the first and best instincts applied.   

Life’s lessons are not hard to understand. 

Life’s lessons are often hard to apply. 

Learn from God’s love in Christ. 

Live and celebrate God’s amazing 
Grace. 

Oh yeah, and Look BOTH Ways 
before you cross the street. 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts…” 
(Colossians 3:15) 

 

 

From the Bishop 

A monthly newsletter for the rostered and lay leaders of the East Central Synod of Wisconsin 
 
Volume 20    Number 8 September   2007 Karen Peckham, Editor 



WITHIN OUR SYNOD “ASK EDNA” 

SYNOD PRAYER CONCERNS 

May God’s gracious love tenderly nourish: the family of 
Rev. Tim Malek’s (Sturgeon Bay) niece, Kelli Erickson , 
Iowa, upon her death following surgery. 

May God lift up his healing hand for: Sue Ann McAbee, 
widow of Rev. Roger McAbee, Stevens Point, recovering 
from a fall, and Barb Brumm, AIM, Green Bay, who is dealing with 
a recent diagnosis of cancer.  

Q: Those  Courtroom 
Quotes from Richard 
Lederer were cute. Are 
there any more? 

Yup! Here you go, Dearie. All of the 
exchanges are on record in Vienna, 
Virginia. 

Q: And where was the location of the 
accident? 

A: Approximately milepost 499. 

Q: And just where is milepost 499? 

A: Probably between milepost 498 and 
500  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Attorney: Your honor, how can I 
proceed if one of the jurors is asleep? 

Judge: Well, you put him to sleep. So 
wake him up! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Q: Where did you go next? 

A: Over by the hill where all the people 
conjugate. 

Here’s a TOP FIVE list from my 
buddy, Dave Morton. 

You Know You’re Drinking Too Much 
Coffee When… 

#5- You answer the door before people 
knock. 

#4- Your life’s goal is to amount to a hill 
of beans. 

#3- You help your dog chase his tail. 

#2- You walk twenty miles on your 
treadmill and realize it’s not plugged in. 

#1- When someone says: “How are 
you?” You respond: “Good to the last 
drop!” 

Two giggles from George Carlin… 

  ~ “I’ve never owned a telescope, but 
I’m looking into it.” 

  ~ “Some see the glass as half-empty. 
Some see the glass as half-full. I see the 
glass as being too big.”  

EDNA’S CHUCKLE FOR THE DAY 

“Give a man a fish and you feed him for 
a day. Teach a man to use the NET, and 
he won’t bother you for weeks.”  

Anonymous 

PRAYERS OF PRAISE 
May God’s blessing be on: Rev. Brian Konkol, 
Amherst Junction, missionary to Guyana, who is 
speaking at congregations in the Synod while he spends 
some time at his home back here in the “states.” 

We celebrate the 125th anniversary of Bethany, Ephraim, on August 
12th and the 50th anniversary of St. Mark’s , Neenah, on September 
9th.  May God bless these congregations and the staffs that serve 
them. 

May God bless the ongoing ministries of: Zion, Appleton, who will 
rededicate their building on September 23rd, and Bay View, Sturgeon 
Bay, who will dedicate their new building on September 30th.  

May God bless the students of the Eastern and Central Lay Schools 
of Ministry in the ECSW and the entire staff who instruct them: 
Eastern: Rev. Dr. Roger Fjeld, president emeritus; Rev. Dr. Duane 
Priebe;  and Rev. Dr. Ralph Quere, all of Wartburg Seminary; Rev. 
Dr. Bruce Hanstedt and Mr. Brian Shaw of Manitowoc; Rev. Dr. 
Kathryn Schreitmueller , Green Bay; and Rev. Kay Richter, Two 
Rivers.  Central: Rev. John Meachen, Rev. Dennis and Rev. 
Paulette Creswell, Wausau; Rev. Dr. Todd Murken, Appleton; and 
Rev. Ann Fritschel, Wartburg Seminary.  

CONGREGATIONS IN THE INTERIM PROCESS 
 + = Congregations Active in the Pastoral Call 
 * = Call Extended 
 ( ) = Interim Pastor 
 —Supply Pastor— 
 <Licensed Diaconal Minister> 

 +  Clintonville, Christus (Ray Claussen) 
   DePere, St. John (Arnie Stilwell) 
 +  Fond du Lac, Ascension Assoc. 
   Fond du Lac, Church of Our Saviour’s —Bob Rosenberg—  
   Green Bay, Christ Community (Ted Johanson)  
 +  Neenah, Gloria Dei –Randy Van Ert— 
   Neenah, Our Savior’s Assoc.  
 +  Oshkosh, Peace and First English Staff Pastor  
 +  Plover, Good Shepherd Assoc. 
 +  Shawano, Zion Part Time 
   Valders, Faith Sr. —Bill Gruenstern—  
 +  Wausau, Good Shepherd, Part Time 
   Wausau, St. Stephen —Lauren Ley— 
   Wautoma, Mt. Morris/West Holden —Todd Murken— 
 +  Wittenberg, Redeemer,  (Ken Schlueter) 



“To everything there is a season, a time for 
every purpose under heaven”   

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

B y the time you read this the children will be 
preparing to go back to school.  Our 
attention will  turn to the routines and 

programs that Fall brings.  The Packers will be 
playing.  Leaves will be turning.  Our churches will 
be bustling with energy and programs.     

Life and it’s routines will be good.  Life in the 
Synod Office will be good too, however, Fall will 
have a little different routine to it.  

We’ll be anticipating a goodbye and wrestling with 
transition.  As you have heard, Lavonne Babcock, 
who has worked with us through 20 Falls, has 
decided that she will retire at the end of the year.  
We are happy for her - she has been a good and 

faithful servant in many, 
many things throughout our 
synod.  Now it is time for her 
to enjoy new challenges and 
new opportunities.  As 
summer gives way to Fall our 
attention turns to praying that 
God will stir and call 
someone new into our midst.   

I f you know someone who has the gifts, talents, 
and patience (they’ll need it to put up with us), 
please encourage them to send a resume to our 

Synod Vice President, John Emery.  (See the job 
description below.) Resumes can be sent directly to 
John’s email at:  jremery@charter.net   Please also 
keep all of your synod staff in your prayers as we 
journey into this new season.  

Finally, please reserve December 2nd on your 
calendars and look for details soon regarding a 
farewell party for Lavonne. 
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The Administrative Assistant to the Bishop of the East Central Synod of Wisconsin  
is crucial to the health and support of the ministries in the ECSW.   

The Keys for the position are: 
 a) Confidential management of all matters pertaining to official records of the Synod, 
 b) Confidential management of the Bishop’s agenda and schedule, 
 c) Management of the Synod support staff team, 
 d) Dictation and correspondence for the Bishop, 
 e) Confidential management of the mobility process, 
 f) Oversight of the Synodical/ELCA Constitution requirements, 
 g) Loyalty to team and staff, and 
 h) Conflict management skills. 

Resumes can be sent directly to John Emery, Synod Vice President, by e-mail:  jremery@charter.net   
It is recommended that the interested applicants live in the vicinity of the Synod Office.  This position 
is expected to be filled the end of December. 

ATTENTION ONE AND ALL—Watch for details 
Bishop’s Golf Outing: Tuesday, August 28th, at Glacier Woods Golf Course, Iola 

Retired Clergy, AIMs, Diaconal Ministers, Spouses, and Clergy Widows Event: 

 Thursday, August 30th, 9:30 a.m. till 2:00 p.m. at First English (north site), Appleton 

Workers in Paradise for Parish Office Workers: Mon. afternoon, September 24th thru Tues. afternoon, 
September 25th, at Pine Lake Camp, Waupaca.  Registrations will be mailed soon. 

Theological Conference: October 15th-17th, at Landmark Resort, Egg Harbor  Registration deadline Aug. 24th 



 

T he ‘fur was a-flyin,’ as they say, at the 
Coffee Klatch Café. The monthly meeting 
of the Rostered Leaders of the Possum 

Flats Conference had turned a bit contentious over 
the subject of preaching. 

“Bah!” snorted Calvin Hornblower. “Young 
pastors today just want to prance around the 
sanctuary drawing attention to themselves. They 
may preach without notes, but they have ab-so-
lute-ly nothing to say worth hearing!” 

“O yeah?” retorted Caleb 
Freeman. “Do you think 

folks are able to follow 
your 30 minute manuscript 
lectures? I mean. C’mon! 

Who do you think you’re 
kidding?” 

“Hey!” jeered Barney Bickerman. “Do you think 
all those fancy pictures on the wall make your 
sermon better? I think not!” 

“Look,” offered Caleb, “those pictures are just 
another way of drawing folks into the story. It’s 
better than staring out the window because you 
have lost their attention. Your sermons are so sad 
they could put a rock to sleep!” 

“Whoa…Whoa…What are our 
friends and pastors up to today?” 
The playful voice of the long-
serving waitress, Maggie, 
interrupted the proceedings. 
“Sounds to me like you all 
could use a ‘Chill Pill .’ What’s 
all the fuss about? Are they 
threatening to cut your pensions 
back or something?” 

F unny, Maggie. Very funny as usual. You 
should go on Letterman or something,” 
snarled Barney. “For your information, we 

are dialoguing about sermons.” 

“Heh! Dialoguing? I haven’t heard this much fuss 
from you folks since the day we ran out of 
caffeinated coffee.” 

“Hey, Maggie?” chimed Deborah Trueblood. 
“You’ve been around for a awhile. What do you 
think it takes to make a good sermon?” 

“I’m no preacher. That’s for sure. I don’t know. 
But I’ll tell you what makes our Cook, Marcia, 
such a great Cook. Maybe that might help. You all 
know she’s the best in our county. 

#1- She understands the people who 
come in here. She knows ahead of 
time what they like, what they might 
tolerate, what things are in season, 
what things are tried and true, and 
what they’ll never eat in the first 
place. 

#2- She prepares her meals with 
great care. She thinks about who does and doesn’t 
like onions. She thinks about her menus days in 
advance. She knows that her best roasts and stews 
need to brew and cook slowly for the best result. 

#3- She starts with good ingredients. She’s extra 
careful that her meals are prepared with the best 
stuff available, and that her meals are both healthy 
and tasty. 

T hat enough? Like I said, I’m not a preacher 
but….” 

“Maggie…” smiled Deborah, “If I had 
taken this class in seminary the whole world of 
preaching would’ve been much easier for me to 
understand. And if you’ll notice, even Calvin over 
there is taking notes on his napkin.” 

“I am not! I was merely creating a schedule for 
myself for the rest of the day, thank you very 
much!” 
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The Times and Trials of Didymus Thomas 



As I write this, I am preparing to join our Synod 
delegation and hundreds of other fellow Lutherans at 
the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Chicago. By the 
time you read this, the Assembly will likely be over.   

While there, we will worship together, attend 
meetings, debate important issues, enjoy fellowship 
and make significant decisions, not the least of 
which will be elections for the offices of Presiding 
Bishop and ELCA Secretary. 

I enjoy these opportunities to connect with the wider 
church because I get to see and hear about the good 
work the ELCA is doing around our country and 
world, spreading the Good News, serving those in 
need and advocating for justice. I also get to meet 
fellow Christians from all over the country and be 
reminded that I am part of something much bigger 
than myself, or even my local congregation. That 
interconnectedness allows us to pool the human and 
financial resources of millions of people to carry out 
mission and evangelism on a scale far beyond what 
any individual congregation could accomplish – and 
you and I are part of that. It is how we live out Jesus’ 
command in Acts 1:7 to be His witnesses to the ends 
of the earth. It is my wish that everyone could have 

an opportunity to see the larger church in action in 
order to share that broader perspective. After all,  
what we are able to do as the ELCA, whether or not 
it is coordinated at the Lutheran Center in Chicago, 
is only possible because of the faithful service and 
commitment of the folks in the pews in 
congregations of all sizes throughout the country. 

I hope that you will pray for our delegation and the 
entire assembly while we are in Chicago. Please lift 
us up and ask that the Holy Spirit guide us into all 
wisdom as we deliberate. I also hope that you will 
invite us into your congregations when we return to 
share our experiences so that you can know how 
your support of the wider church is advancing the 
kingdom and impacting the lives of people around 
the world. 

 God bless all of you for the work you do, for the 
support you give and for the vitality you bring to our 
church. See you when we get back. 

John Emery  
East Central Synod of Wisconsin, VP  

Chicago or Bust  
ELCA Churchwide Assembly, August 6th-11th 
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World Hunger/Disaster Response/Stand with Africa 
PowerPoint Presentations Available Free 



 

Presenters 
Rev. Dr. Roland Martinson 
Carrie Olson Baalson Professor of  

Children Youth and Family Ministry 
Luther Seminary 

"I teach pastors and lay leaders to be pro-
active in shaping families for life and faith and responsive 

in ministering to families in crisis." 
 

Bishop Allan Bjornberg 
Bishop of the Rocky Mountain Synod 

Bishop of Rocky Mountain Synod and currently serving as 
the ELCA Co-chair of the ELCA-United Methodist 
Dialogue, the official conversation between the two 

denominations.  
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Monday, October 15th- 

Wednesday, October 17th  

Program & Meals:  $140 
Attending Spouse:  $140 
Retired Rostered:    $ 75 

Condo Lodging:  with full kitchen facilities 
One bedroom: $180 for 2 nights 
Two bedroom: $150/person for 2 nights (1 bath w/1 
private bedroom & a loft) 

Registrations due in the Synod Office by  
August 24th.  Block of rooms will then be released.  

Free Golf at Stonehedge, Egg Harbor, on Monday, Oct. 
15th. 9:30 Registration. Carts available for a fee. 

2007 Theological Conference 
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 Date: Monday, October 1st 

 Where: First English—North Site 
  Appleton 

 Time: 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 Cost: FREE WILL OFFERING 

For Information Contact 
The East Central Synod of Wisconsin  

Resource Center 
920/734-3797 
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Oct. 4th, 2007 Brief Pastoral Counseling Skills 

Nov. 8th, 2007 Law of Attraction: What are We Thinking? 

Jan. 31st, 2008 Your Church is a Family System, Part 1 

Apr. 10th, 2008 Your Church is a Family System, Part 2 

All workshops to be held at 
All Saint's, Oshkosh from 9:00 a.m-2:30 p.m.  

Individuals : $99 each workshop; or  
$350 for all four workshops. 

Three or more from a congregation:  
$75 per workshop, per person; or $275 for all four 

workshops, per person. 

Registration form available on-line at www.ecsw.org  

Send registrations to Christos Ministries 
12970 W Bulemound Ste 105 

Elm Grove, WI 53122 

Questions? 888/879-3000 

Free Christos Helpline for Church Professionals 
888/879-3000 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Conversations with Walter Brueggemann 

Dr. Brueggemann is one of the world’s leading interpreters of the Old Testament and the author of numerous books and 
scholarly works.  He will be holding conversations in upper Michigan. 
Oct. 8th; 7 pm at Northern Michigan University Center; Marquette, MI; Theology of Creation and the Environmental 
Crisis 
Oct. 9th; 10 am to 2 pm (Lunch included); Messiah Lutheran, 1318 Presque Isle Ave,  Marquette, MI; Biblical 
Preaching in the Shadow of the Empire. A preaching workshop for clergy and lay church workers which will include 
reflections on the Old Testament texts for Advent 
Oct. 9th; 7 pm at Bethany Lutheran; 715 Mather Ave, Ishpeming, MI; Journey to the Common Good:  Reading the 
Bible Towards God’s Future 
Evening sessions are free and open to the public.  No pre-registration is required. 
Cost for Tuesday’s workshop is $20.00, including lunch. Registration required. Call for details: 906/486-4351. 

Diane Clark, Synod Bookkeeper 

New Risk Management Resources 

     The ELCA is pleased to announce the addition of a new risk 
management resource for congregations and synods. The 
monthly newsletter archive is now available at the following 
webpage: 
www.elca.org/insurance/Newsletters/RiskManagementResources.html/  

     The electronic newsletter publication is called Church Safety 
Solutions and it deals with a  variety of important risk management and 
safety topics to aid you in protecting your congregation. Some topics 
that are part of the current archive of newsletters include emergency 
planning, building maintenance advice, and church camp safety issues. 
Each month a new newsletter will be provided on this website, so check 
back for new information. 

     Another resource is the updated Insurance Buyers Guide. It is 
located at the bottom of the webpage. It has been prepared by the 
Charity First Organization, and explains insurance coverage for 
congregations in lay man language. It also outlines the various 
coverage’s that should be investigated by every congregation.  

Supporting Each Other in God's Love   

 

Comments: 

  2007-08 2006-07 Percent 

ELCA Receipts $    518,630 $     486,463 6.6% 

Synod Receipts 424,334 398,015 6.6% 

Other Designated Gifts 230,345 287,922 -20.0% 

Total Giving $  1,173,310 $  1,172,400 0.1% 

SYNOD FINANCIAL REPORT 
Six Months Ended 

7/31/2007 
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Senior High Youth Gathering will be held at the 
Holiday Inn, Manitowoc, Nov. 9th-11th. 

Junior High Youth Gathering will be held at 
Park Plaza, Oshkosh, Feb. 23rd-24th. 
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Green Bay North Broadway auto ramp 
 Oct. 20th 8:00-11:00 

Oshkosh Pioneer Drive/ Main St 
 Oct. 13th 8:00-11:00 

Shawano Mid County CoOp  
 Oct. 5th 9:00-1:00 

Sheboygan First United, 2401 Kohler Memorial 
 Oct. 27th 7:00-2:00 

Wausau Hoffer Coating, 310 Bellis St 
 Oct. 6th 8:00-12:00 

Wisconsin Rapids Dura Beauty & 9th Ave 
 Nov. 3rd 8:30-2:30  
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Rev. Brian Konkol, Amherst Junction, missionary 
to Guyana, will present a PowerPoint on life in 
Guyana and what it’s like to be a Christian in 
Guyana. The presentation and pot-luck will be held 
at Calvary, Green Bay, on September 12th from 
5:45 till 8:00 p.m.   
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