
I was sitting at home one night, reading the newspaper, 
when my son came into the room and said, “Dad, there's 
someone on the phone for you.”   

Thinking it was a church member, I took the phone and in 
my best pastoral voice said, “This is Pastor Earl, how may I 
help you?”   

They said, “Hello, Pastor Earl, I'm from the American 
Cancer Society, and we need your help with the fall 
neighborhood campaign.”   

I remember thinking, “Oh no, not another appeal for 
money.  I'm glad to help, but I'm getting tired because the 
calls never seem to end.  But after telling him I was a 
pastor, how could I refuse?”  So, I agreed to address the 
envelopes and send them out to the neighbors.  Then, I 
returned to reading the newspaper. 

I think all of us want to make a difference and help make 
our communities better places in which to live.  All of us 
believe our Christian identity calls us to do everything we 

can for the less fortunate in our society.  But the needs are 
so great and the appeals so constant, it is easy to grow 
weary and want to pull away from the world - to sit in our 
living rooms and hide behind the newspaper. 

Once again, I want to encourage you to not give up 
hope.  Our politicians do want to hear from us.  Our 
opinions do make a difference when they pass budgets and 
create laws.  And whether we like it or not the 
consequences to those decisions are important.  One vote 
can determine whether or not we can safely pass from 
one side of a river to the other.  Our representatives can't do 
their job unless we do ours.  So, we need to read those 
newspapers, to think about what the best things to do are, to 
pray about those things and to inform our representatives 
what we think should be done.  Together we can create a 
more just and merciful society and a safer place to live.   

Earl E. Vorpagel III 
Synod Representative to the LOPPW 
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2008 Wellness Benefits Basics  
What you need to know ... 

�  The ELCA Board of Pensions is going to pay you to take the 
confidential Mayo Clinic health risk assessment and pursue 
health improvement activities.  

�  Take these steps and it will credit up to $300 into your 2008 
personal wellness account (defined legally as a health 
reimbursement arrangement).  

�  If your spouse is covered by the plan and participates, you'll 
get another $300 credit. Use these dollars to reimburse 
yourself for eligible health care expenses.  

�  If 75% or more of the members and spouses receiving ELCA 
PPO Benefits in our synod take the health risk assessment, 
our entire synod's congregations and organizations will 
receive a 2% discount on health plan contributions for 2008.  

�  This discount applies starting the month after our synod 
reaches the 75% goal. The earlier we reach 75%, the more 
we'll all save on 2008 health contributions.  

Remember, the health risk assessment is confidential.  

What you need to do ...  

�  Read the member toolkit coming by mail this fall from the 
Board of Pensions.  

�  Register for the Mayo Clinic EmbodyHealth at 
www.NASAHealthierYou.com 

�  Take the health risk assessment before Jan. 1, 2008.  

�  Pursue health improvement activities online.  
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I’d like to share with you several exciting global mission event comings up in our area! You may be like 
us—unaware of this super resource available to individuals and families. I hope you can join us at this 
upcoming unique event! 

My wife, Deb, and I traveled to Columbus, Ohio, in July to participate in an ELCA Global Mission Event. 
It was on a university campus to provide space for 1500 people and limit costs for families and interested 
participants. It far exceeded my hopes and expectations! We were surrounded by people from many 
countries and ELCA members interested in mission both globally and in the USA. We participated in 
workshops and joined in vibrant worship all focused on global mission. Speakers were thought-provoking 
and dynamic! Meal times were for networking with open and upbeat people—new friends! One afternoon 
was a Mission Fair with booths from many organizations. Games and activities were available for all ages. 

Best of all, Wisconsin is hosting the next Global Mission Event! On July 17-20, 2008, at the 
University of Wisconsin, LaCrosse. The cost is $240 including food, lodging and programming. Watch 
the ELCA website for more information! (www.elca.org/globalmission ) 

Also the ELCA Global Mission unit is planning several mini-gatherings and training events for 
congregation leaders so we are equipped to “accompany” our sister churches. February 29-March 1, 
2008, Trinity Lutheran Church, Stevens Point is hosting this mini-gathering and training. Cost is $30, 
including 2 lunches, dinner and snacks. Lodging is on your own. More news coming as plans are set. 

Chuck Steinbach 
ECSW Companion Synod/Global Mission Team 
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110 have registered.   

Final plans are in place. 

Looking forward to seeing you  
in beautiful Door County! 
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Monday, October 15th  thru 
Wednesday, October 17th  

Presenters: 
Rev. Dr. Roland Martinson 

Carrie Olson Baalson Professor of Children Youth and 
Family Ministry, Luther Seminary 

 

Bishop Allan Bjornberg 
Bishop of the Rocky Mountain Synod 

 

2007 Theological Conference����

The East Central Synod of Wisconsin 
Hosts Pianist, STEVE HALL  

Monday, October 1, 2007  
7:00—9:00 pm 

At First English Lutheran/North Site 
Ballard & Broadway, Appleton 

 
FREE WILL OFFERING CONCERT 

No tickets necessary. 
For more info call 920/734-3797 

Come and Enjoy the Magic of  
Pianist, STEVE HALL! 
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Rev. Larry Westfield 
Regional Gift Planner, ELCA Foundation 
Lutheran Planned Giving of Wisconsin 

W915 Harding Road 
Rubicon, WI  53078 

Telephone 262-224-9574 
E-mail: larry.westfield@elca.org 

  

Ms. Lynn Tully 
Regional Gift Planner, ELCA Foundation 
Lutheran Planned Giving of Wisconsin 

420 West Ave. South 
La Crosse, WI  54601 

Telephone 608-784-2304 
E-mail: lynn.tully@elca.org 

  

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wisconsin Council of Churches: 
Nonviolence Conference -  

Saving Christianity from Empire  
The Conference will be held Oct. 12th-13th at the 
Country Springs Hotel, Stevens Point. egistration 
is $67/person (includes Fri. supper, reception, and 
Sat. lunch).  

Lectures by Jack Nelson Pallmeyer, University 
of Saint Thomas, St. Paul, MN 

Music by Tom Neilson, folksinger, songwriter, 
from Montague, Massachusetts 

Register at www.wichurches.org and click 
“events” or call 608/837-3108. 

Diane Clark, Synod Bookkeeper 

SYNOD FINANCIAL REPORT 
Seven Months Ended 

8/31/2007 

Matching Grants for Evangelism and Outreach 

The Synod is again offering an opportunity for congregations 
and Lutheran institutions to partner and apply for a grant.  The 
application and criteria can be obtained on the ECSW website 
under “Grants.”  Please remember the deadline for 2008 is 
November 1st, 2007. 

This initiative started in 2004.  Over the past four years, the 
Synod Council has distributed $111,940 to cooperative projects 
in our synod.  In 2008, another $35,000 has been budgeted. 

This is a great time to create a project that would include 
inactive and unchurched members of your community.  Ask 
yourselves, who needs nurturing in your community? 

Supporting Each Other in God's Love   

 

Comments: 

Workers in Paradise 

The annual Parish Office Workers event is being 
held Mon. afternoon, September 24th thru Tues. 
afternoon, September 25th at Pine Lake Camp, 
Waupaca. All registrations should be in. 

The First Call Theological Education  

The Fall Event will be held November 4-7 at St. 
Anthony Retreat Center in Marathon Wisconsin. 
This is one component of a three-year structured 
program of theological education designed to 
assist newly called leaders in the transition to 
rostered ministry that has been mandated by the 
ELCA. 

�����	�����	���������	����������	�����	���������	����������	�����	���������	����������	�����	���������	�����	 			

Senior High Youth Gathering will be held at 
the Holiday Inn, Manitowoc, Nov. 9th-11th. 

Junior High Youth Gathering will be held at 
Park Plaza, Oshkosh, Feb. 23rd-24th. 
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Green Bay North Broadway auto ramp 
 Oct. 20th 8:00-11:00 

Oshkosh Pioneer Drive/ Main St 
 Oct. 13th 8:00-11:00 

Shawano Mid County CoOp  
 Oct. 5th 9:00-1:00 
Sheboygan First United, 2401 Kohler Memorial 
 Oct. 27th 7:00-2:00 

Wausau Hoffer Coating, 310 Bellis St 
 Oct. 6th 8:00-12:00 

Wisconsin Rapids Dura Beauty & 9th Ave 
 Nov. 3rd 8:30-2:30  

  2007-08 2006-07 Percent 

ELCA Receipts  $     600,404   $         566,657  6.0%  

Synod Receipts         491,239              463,628  6.0% 
Other Designated Gifts         262,793              326,689  -19.6% 

Total Giving  $   1,354,437   $      1,356,974  -0.2% 
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NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
US POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT #213 
APPLETON WI 54911 

 

Invitation 2 Serve 
��������	
��
�
��	��������	����  
���	���	���������
�	�������	 ����	

 
5:30–6:00 Refreshments     6:00-6:15 Introductions & Welcome     6:15-7:00 Meal     7:00-8:15 Program 
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